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of America into the war against Germany, and thus con-
tributed powerfully to the collapse of the Kaiser's Empire.
As German Reichschancellor he aimed at creating a govern-
ment of National concentration, but in doing this he des-
troyed the democratic parties and helped Hitler to the
dictatorship.
In the most famous of his speeches, the Marburg speech of
17th June 1934, he intended to steer National Socialism
into more moderate channels. But he did not fight his way
through. A fortnight later he was to play the coward and
flee to save his life, leaving the National Socialists victorious.
In the autumn of 1939 he inaugurated the union between
Germany and the Soviet, to do Hitler and the Third Reich a
service. The consequences of this deed cannot at the moment
be estimated, even roughly. But it is not very probable that
in this he has proved himself of service to the Fatherland,
or to the world in general.
The present generation is fortunately too prosaic to
believe in witchcraft. The day of a Dr. Mirakel, a Gagliostro,
a Faust, is past, because modern science and psycho-analy-
sis can probe too deeply into the soul and being of man.
Moreover, it must be said to his credit that Papen himself
has never sought to give a demoniacal or mysterious
impression. Yet he may be compared with the witch-
doctors among the African negroes. They know very well
that they are charlatans and have no supernatural powers,
but nevertheless they make use of their position, acquired
by birth or fortune, readily to sacrifice others when it helps
their own reputation or influence. Unfortunately with these
black magicians no one takes the trouble to cast light on
their motives because their sphere of influence is too limited
and too modest to interest a wider public.
With Franz von Papen it is otherwise. The range and
damaging effect of his influence has been all too great.
It is therefore well worth the trouble not only to describe
the repercussions of his various exploits but also to examine
his motives. And then it becomes patently obvious that the
primary causes of events of far-reaching importance have